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A New Curate 

for Hexham  

Abbey 
I am delighted that the Rev’d Elaine Ryder 

is going to be joining the team at Hexham 

Abbey as a curate. Elaine is currently       

serving as curate at Otterburn in the       

Bellingham Deanery but her incumbent 

retired a couple of months ago and Elaine is going to complete her curacy 

with me here at the Abbey. I’m really looking forward to working with her. 

Elaine will be  licensed via a Zoom service on the 12th April, for which     

details will follow.  

This does not affect the arrival of Henry Hope as a new deacon in July and 

I’m really looking forward to working with both Elaine and Henry. Elaine 

has written a short introduction for you below. 

 

Short term curate . . . 

Just a note to introduce the new face (pictured) that you will see around 

from 12 April, as I come to join you on placement at the close of my curacy 

training... 

I am no stranger to the area, as Peter and I lived in Riding Mill from 1984 

until three years ago when I began as a curate in North Tyne and       

Redesdale team area and moved to live in Otterburn.  Prior to retirement I 

was an administrator at Northumbria University, in the Sustainable Cities 

Research Institute and latterly in Student Support, commuting by train.  

Once retired, I prayed about what to do and heard a calling to ordination. 

So, once I had the approval of the church, I trained and began my new    

vocation.  (Now I warn people to be careful what to pray when they retire, 

as I told God I was willing to do anything!) The latest change is to ensure 

that I complete my training as a curate successfully, so you might find that 

I am often in the company of the Rector, as I learn from him or he           

supervises me – quite where I will be involved is yet to be decided, but I’ll 

be with you on Sundays and for two weekdays each week.  I look forward 

to meeting you (virtually or face to face), and exploring with you where 

God is leading us, especially in these key times.   

Elaine Ryder   (revelaine212@gmail.com) 

 

 

 

Parish Office: 01434 602031 or admin@hexhamabbey.org.uk.   

In the case of a pastoral emergency please contact Rev’d David Glover 

on 07886 289311. 

21st March  

2021 



Updates from the Abbey Community... 

Lockdown learning was clearly wasted 
on Edgar. His reading skills are sadly 
lacking.  

Hélène Dolder  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shelagh Carter found this little friend 

in her garden having a snack this 

week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Easter Eggstravaganza 
A huge thank you to all volunteers who have donated chicks, bunnies or eggs for our Easter Trail. 
The response to our appeal shows what a generous community we have at the Abbey.  The total 
to date is 50 bunnies, 180 chicks and 33 Humpty Dumpty eggs!  We would still welcome any    
contributions; please drop them off at the Parish Office before Thursday 25

th
 March.  

 

Patrick has completed the eggs he is kindly donating for sale to the Abbey. They are pictured   
below. Each one is beautifully unique and there are also different types of wood. Please email 
Cath if you would like some more pictures or to order one in advance.  

mailto:cath.newson@hexhabbey.org.uk
mailto:cath.newson@hexhabbey.org.uk


 

 



Hymns 
Last Sunday’s first hymn Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us was written, both words and 

music, by Patrick Appleford (1925-2018) in the late 1950s when he was an Anglican priest of  

Poplar, East London (the time and setting of the TV series Call the Midwife). He cheered his       

parishioners by writing musical pantomimes ‘pouring the love and goodness in’. The hymn was 

published in 1960 by the 20
th

 Century Church Light Music Group which he had helped to found 

while a student at Trinity College, Cambridge. It purposely imitated the style of Cliff Richard’s hit 

song Living Doll to appeal, as it did successfully, to devotees of pop music. Canon Appleford’s 

ministry included a spell as Dean of Holy Cross Cathedral in Lusaka, Zambia and concluded as a 

highly influential Director of Education in Chelmsford Diocese. His modern hymns, shocking to 

many at first, have matured with the generation for which they were created and have become 

part of normal worship. 

The second hymn last Sunday was the very spirited and accelerating Sent by the Lord am I. This 

was written by José Aguiar in Spanish and sung to a folk melody from Nicaragua. Translated into 

English by Jorge Maldonado as recently as 1991, it has become a firm congregational favourite 

and already is included in a dozen hymnbooks. Yet there seems to be little known about either 

author or translator. The hymn’s message is that that making God’s kingdom come on earth    

cannot be left to the angels; the struggle is ours. Perhaps because of the tune’s origins some feel 

it should be played on a guitar rather than a keyboard instrument. Others recommend a        

rhythmical accompaniment such as with bongos or a celtic drum or bodhran. One instruction 

suggests ‘it is best sung at the end of an act of worship and can be performed starting slowly, 

then speeding up with each repetition’ - so spare a prayer for the Director of Music. 

 

Hexham Abbey Blog 
A reminder to anyone interested in blogs that Hexham Abbey’s blog is available online at:  

https://hexhamabbey.tumblr.com/ 

It is packed with articles on historical highlights in the Abbey, reflections from staff and visitors 

and beautiful images of the Abbey.  

 

It is completely free of charge to access and has a 

wealth of information not only about the Abbey 

but the history of Hexham Town itself! 

 

One of the most interesting posts this week as a           

re-blog of an image of two suffragette women 

writing ‘Votes for Women’ on the pavement      

during the Hexham by-election in 1907.  

 

If you would like to summit anything to be fea-

tured on the blog, be it pictures, written reflections 

or even video’s please send them to Lou on 

louise.weaver@hexhamabbey.org.uk. 

 
    

https://hexhamabbey.tumblr.com/
mailto:louise.weaver@hexhamabbey.org.uk


A Poem from Liesbeth Langford 

Liesbeth wrote this poem reflecting back to February when snow was on the 
ground and the snow drops were not! 

 

It’s a little like Lock Down for the Snowdrops around 

The church yard and gardens with the snow on the ground. 

Those brave early flowers did struggle and toil 

To push their way through the hard wintery soil. 

And now snow has covered each petal and leaf; 

Like us, they’re Locked Down and like us, they believe 

That the snow will stop falling and the Snowdrops be free; 

And hopefully, hopefully, so will we!! 

 

APCM 2021 
Although it doesn’t seem that long ago we held the 2020 APCM, attached to the pewsheet email 

(and in your envelope if you receive via post) is the agenda for the 2021 APCM. Contained within 

it are nomination forms should you need or want them. The APCM will be held again via Zoom 

this year to comply with regulations. Any questions, don’t hesitate to get in touch! 

 

 

For your prayers 

We pray for those who are unwell or who have asked for our prayers: Mark Ninnim, John Robson, Ron 

Lane and Ian Darley 

We pray for all those who have died and all those who mourn: Janet Williams, Vera Elliott, Winifred 

Skelton, Lillian Hutchinson, Anthony Blackburn, Mary Ewin and Dianne Harding  

 



Abbey News! 
Thank you! 

Thank you so much to everyone that took the time to come and help clean the Nave of the Abbey 

this week, it is appreciated so much! We will be looking for another round of volunteers on the 

30
th

 of March during Holy Week to clean and tidy up the North Transept. We will meet for 3pm 

in the cloister porch to aim for a 3:15pm start.  

Below are some pictures of the Chancel from the inner scaffolding tower, one below the dust 

sheeting and one above!  

 

 



A message from Mike Domingue who 
has found new inspiration from 
Lockdown: 
Hello  

Part of my positive experiences during the Covid pandemic has been to see an increased        

community spirit in people helping others during lockdown and this has led me to want to get 

more involved in bringing about positive change in Hexham. Surprisingly, I find myself wanting to 

stand as an independent candidate at the forthcoming local Hexham Town council election on 6 

May 2021.  

I appreciate that the Abbey, as an organisation, needs to remain neutral in any election, and not 

take sides, and so I am not trying to persuade you to vote for me. However, I would love to have 

the opportunity to listen to congregation members that I have worshipped amongst for the past 

28 years and learn about what is needed in Hexham as we move beyond Covid. If you would be 

happy to attend the following Zoom meeting I would gladly like to listen and increase my         

understanding of what Hexham does well and what could be improved.  

The Zoom meeting ID is 896 2900 8779, the passcode is abbey and the meeting will be at 

7.30pm on 24
th

 March. 

Thank you and I look forward to meeting anyone who would like to share their views.  

King regards 

Mike Domingue 

 

 

 

 

 

National Day of Reflection 
The Church of England is supporting the National Day of Reflection on 23 March, the first         
anniversary of the UK lockdown, to commemorate this tragic loss of life and to stand together 
with everyone who’s grieving.  

Organised by Marie Curie, the National Day of Reflection looks to reflect on our collective loss, 
support those who've been bereaved, and hope for a brighter future.  

Resources, guidance and information can be found here. 

Passiontide, Holy Week and Easter 
The Abbey is putting on a range of services over Holy Week and Easter, details of which are on 
the next page but should you want more information, resources and ideas, the church of England 
website has a plethora of information to guide you through the week. You can find out more    
information by clicking here where you will be able to download resources, find prayers and ideas 
to share with the community. 

https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/get-involved/day-of-reflection
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/national-day-reflection
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/passiontide-holy-week-and-easter-2021


HOLY WEEK 

Monday  

 29th March 

7pm 

 

Eucharist 

 

 

Tuesday        

30th March 

7pm Eucharist David Glover 

Wednesday 

31st March 

7pm Eucharist  

David Glover 

 

Thursday      

1st April 

7pm Eucharist 

 

David Glover and   

Michael Jackson 

Friday           

2nd April  

2pm Gathering Around the Cross David Glover and 

Frances Stride 

Saturday     

3rd April 

8.30pm Compline for the Eve of Easter David Glover 

Sunday         

4th April 

10am 

11.45am 

6.30pm  

Eucharist 

Zoom Worship 

Refresh 

David Glover 

David Glover 

David Glover and 

Frances Stride 

Sunday 21st March 2021 Fifth Sunday of Lent 

10.00am Zoom Worship President Rev’d David Glover 

Preacher Rev’d David Glover Readers Margaret Massey and Martin Hughes 

Readings Hebrews 5.5-10 and John 12.20-33 Intercessor Rachael Haywood-Smith 

Wednesday 24th March 2021  

7.00pm Zoom Worship President  Rev’d David Glover 

Preacher Rev’d David Glover Reader June Olliver 

Reading John 8.31-42 Intercessor  Barbara Rowarth 

Dear God, 

Be with us as we think about all that has changed this year, 

And help us to trust that you are always with us. 

Be close to us as we remember those who have died, 

And help us to trust they are at peace with you. 

Show us how to reach out to others with kindness and care, 

So that hope shines out in every heart and home. Amen  

Sunday 28th March 2021 Palm Sunday 

10.00am Zoom Worship President  Rev’d David Glover 

Preacher Rev’d Janet Jackson Reader Lindsay Graham and Bridget Hewitt 

Readings Colossians 3.12-17 and John 19.25b-27 Intercessor  Shelagh Carter 

6.30pm Journeying through Holy Week President Rev’d David Glover and Frances Stride 

Preacher Rev’d David Glover Readings Mark 11.1-11 


