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An update from David 
Hello everyone 

This Sunday sees the start of Holy Week, the most sacred and important 

week in the Christian year. I warmly invite you to take time next week to 

journey in the footsteps of Jesus as he made his way to the cross before 

revealing God’s glory in the power of the Resurrection.  

Our service on Palm Sunday morning will be via Zoom at 10am but then in 

the evening there will be a special service of Reflection, Music and Prayer, 

in the Abbey at 6.30pm, highlighting the key moments of Holy Week. For 

the rest of the week there will be services both in the Abbey and on Zoom 

and details of those services have been sent out with this pew sheet and 

are also on the back page.  

It will be such a joy to return to the Abbey for worship. I am so excited 

about it! But please remember we will still need to observe all the Covid-19 

protocols which will include wearing a mask, track and tracing, social         

distancing and no congregational singing. We will also only be allowed 

three singers, but we are going to make the best of it and I hope the week 

will be moving, reflective, no doubt a little sorrowful, but also, I hope, 

building to something truly joyful! At the beginning of Holy Week the 

North Transept will be unavailable and the sheeting, blocking it off, will still 

be in place. However, this should be removed in time for Maundy Thursday 

and the Easter weekend. 

Please also find with the pewsheet a further reminder about our APCM 

which we are holding via Zoom at 6.30pm on Sunday 18
th

 April. Do please 

give consideration to standing for the PCC and if anyone would like to    

explore what this would involve please speak to me or any member of the 

PCC. 

On Monday 12
th

 April at 7.30pm we will be licensing and welcoming the 

Rev’d Elaine Ryder as a curate at the Abbey. The service will be held via 

Zoom and it would be lovely to have plenty of people joining the service to 

welcome Elaine. A Zoom link will follow in due course but please put the 

date in your diary. 

I hope you have lovely evening and a good Saturday and I look forward to 

seeing many of you at 10am on Sunday morning - on Zoom. 

Every blessing 

David 

 

 

 

 

Parish Office: 01434 602031 or admin@hexhamabbey.org.uk.   

In the case of a pastoral emergency please contact Rev’d David Glover 

on 07886 289311. 

28th March  

2021 



Easter Trail 
 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming 

families to the Abbey for our Easter Trail next 

week. A huge thank you to all volunteers who 

have helped to make this event happen, either 

by knitting, donating eggs, baking cakes or            

volunteering to help with the safe delivery of the 

Easter trail.   Cakes will be available on the    

Cloister Lawn on Tuesday and Saturday and 

there will be a selection of Easter themed     

goodies available. These unique, hand-knitted 

Easter bunnies would make a perfect gift for a 

child and are part of a limited range. To           

pre-order one, contact Cath, or select your      

bunny to adopt at the trail. 

mailto:cath.newson@hexhabbey.org.uk


Hymns 
Hymns  from 21

st
 March 2021 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

The first hymn last Sunday morning had long been 

a spiritual sung by enslaved people in the southern 

United States before it was first  published in 1899 

by William Eleazar Barton in his Old Plantation Hymns. Such was the spread of its popularity that 

it became the first spiritual to be published in a major hymnal in 1940 but perhaps more            

important was its recording by many singers including Paul Robeson, Marion Williams,
  
Johnny 

Cash and Harry Belafonte. Verses, not sung on Sunday, which dwelt on the details of the             

Crucifixion, such as Were you there when they nail’d him to the tree, had extra  meaning among 

slaves to whom such atrocities were not unusual – and brought reality to it causes me to tremble! 

tremble! tremble! Little wonder that it now widely used in Passiontide. 

By contrast the second hymn, It is a thing most wonderful, came from the great tradition of 

hymn writing in Victorian England. Its author William Howe (1823-1897) had been a student at 

Oxford during the great controversies about church reformation now known as the Oxford   

Movement. Ordained in 1846 his ministry took him to the west country and Wales. As Suffragan 

Bishop of Bedford he had responsibility for slum areas of east London and later as Bishop of 

Wakefield he served among Yorkshire factory workers, becoming known as both the "poor man's 

bishop" and "the children's bishop”. His writings, notably for the Society for the Promotion of 

Christian Knowledge, included a series of Plain Words for Children. He also edited the SPCK    

Hymnal and wrote over fifty hymns himself including  It is a thing most wonderful, specifically for 

children, and one of the greatest hymns For All the Saints who from their labours rest. 

 

Easter Flowers 
It will be wonderful to welcome worshippers back into the Abbey on Easter Sunday and we would 

like to mark this joyful celebration with the return of the traditional Easter flowers. But the budget 

as ever is tight, so I am asking you again for donations towards the cost of this (as indeed I have 

done for many Easters in the past!) 

The 'Flowers in Memory of' scheme took off very well towards the 

end of last year, but then had to be put on hold in the New Year 

due to the closure of the Abbey for the roof works, as well as the 

resumed lockdown. There had been several requests for flowers 

under this scheme in January and February which we were unable 

to fulfil, and donors have requested moving to another significant 

date. They may now consider diverting some of this donation  

towards Easter, if so please just get in touch with Sheila on 

607335. And of course we would welcome donations from any of 

you, which can be made in one of the following ways: 

Payment by BACS: AN: 00476951, SC: 20-40-09 (Ref. Easter     

Flowers) 

If visiting the Abbey during Holy Week, by picking up a Gift Aid 

envelope, again marking it 'Easter Flowers'. These can be left at 

the Parish Office if open or popped through the letterbox.  

Thank you - Sheila Dance  

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Eleazar_Barton&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Robeson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marion_Williams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johnny_Cash
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johnny_Cash
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Belafonte


 

Volunteer Abbey Cleaners 
Required 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help clean the Nave last 

week, we are now moving onto the North Transept! I am looking for    

volunteers for Tuesday afternoon at 12pm for an hour max to help tidy 

up and get the NT ready for Easter. If you would like to help, please meet 

me in the Abbey, the side slype door will be open! Lou Weaver, Lead Verger. 

Farewell To David 

Goodall 
This Sunday we bid a fond farewell to David Goodall as he 

leaves his position at Hexham Trinity for a new start in Leeds. 

We want to thank David for his support of the Abbey over 

the years and the wonderful working relationship we have 

been able to have with him. He is instrumental in the Churches Together in Hexham programme 

and we wish him all the very best in his new role as Missional Communities Worker. There will be 

a leaving service for David on Sunday 28th March at 6pm, for anyone who wishes to attend in 

person or join virtually, this will be live streamed on the Hexham Trinity Facebook page and over 

Zoom. You can gain more details by emailing office@hexhamtrinity.org.uk  

Milton for Gardeners 
Thanks to Debs Buchan for this image below.  

 



An Overview of The Abbey Roof      

Project 
We have come to realise that it has been difficult to keep you all up to date and in the know with 

what is happening with the roof project and that sometimes you may have felt a little in the dark 

with what is actually going on. Although we are all working hard behind the scenes, sometimes 

other things have taken precedent for your attention (did anyone say global pandemic and third 

national lockdown in 12 months?!). So… Richard Thornton has put together an overview of how 

the project came to be and how it will come to pass. Hopefully this should give you a bit more   

information on what has been going on during this time. 

The current roof repairs at Hexham Abbey are the first phase of necessary roof repairs to arrest 

the ever-increasing maintenance work in           

replacing more and more slipped and broken 

slates. 

• This phase of the work covers three areas of 

the roof: Chancel East End, North Transept 

and North Nave Aisle. The works are going 

to cost in excess of £500k and have been 

funded by an 80% grant from the Govern-

ment’s Cultural Recovery Fund, with the re-

mainder coming from the Hexham Abbey 

Restoration Trust.  

• As a Grade 1 listed building the             

scaffolding to give access to the roof for      

working was not allowed to touch the Abbey 

building. So the scaffold had to be large and 

heavy enough to cantilever a temporary roof 

over the areas of the Abbey to allow the roof to 

be worked on and to protect the building from 

the winter weather during the works. Cubes full 

of water are positioned on the scaffold to add 

weight to balance the scaffold. The scaffold is 

nearly half the cost of the works. Areas within the Abbey below the roofs being worked on are 

protected and isolated from any falling dust with sheeting and scaffold walls.  

 

• During the renewal of the roof, a large        

proportion of the green Westmoreland slates 

have been re-used. However, the opportunity 

has been taken to introduce some insulation 

to the roof construction to reduce the Abbey’s 

carbon footprint and all the associated      

leadwork for these roofs has been renewed  



• Whilst the scaffolding is in place at the East End, we are   

taking the opportunity of making passive provision for a potential 

nesting place for peregrine falcons in the decorative pinnacles. 

Hopefully this should help reduce all the pigeon droppings that 

accumulate particularly around the East End of the Abbey and 

Market Place. 

 

 

 

After a good start in December 2020, the work programme suf-

fered a little with bad weather in January 2021. However, work 

has progressed well in February and March, with predicted roof 

work completion at the end of March. The large scaffold will be 

cleared from site during April/May. 

The Chancel East End has had the bulk of the construction challenges. 

 

• It was not unexpected that after stripping the slates 

some timber rot would be found at the ends of the 

timber roof beams. This was the case for the Chancel 

East End. There had been some repairs done in the 

1960s, but they had included some asbestos           

containing material within the repair, as was normal 

practice at the time. This asbestos material then had 

to be removed under controlled conditions before 

we could progress further with the new timber       

repairs. Interestingly, presumably during the earlier 

repairs, the lower part of the Chancel East End roof 

slates had been replaced with grey Welsh Slate. 

These are being renewed with the correct Green 

Westmoreland slates.  

 

 

 

 

• The very East End of the Abbey was 

rebuilt about 1860. Even though the ceiling 

as viewed from below looks like the         

remainder of the roofs as timber boarding, 

it is actually only painted plaster with no 

boarding above. This is quite delicate and 

with roof works going on above there are 

some skilled conservation repairs to do to 

the plaster ceiling as a result.  



Earth Hour Vigil  
Allen Valleys Churches Together would like to invite everyone to join in with Earth Hour at 

8:30pm on Saturday 27
th

 March. 

Started by WWF and partners as a symbolic lights-out event in Sydney in 2007, Earth Hour is now 

one of the world's largest grassroots movements for the environment. Held every year on the last 

Saturday of March, Earth Hour engages millions of people in more than 180 countries and        

territories, switching off their lights to show support for our planet.  

But Earth Hour goes far beyond the symbolic action of switching off - it has become a catalyst for 

positive environmental impact, driving major legislative changes by harnessing the power of the 

people and collective action. 

An online vigil will be held in the run up to the hour from 8.15pm to 8.30pm. At 9.30pm we will 

then have a short service of Compline on Zoom. Please register here to receive the zoom link 

for both events. https://allendalechurch.co.uk/event/earth/ 

  

It would be wonderful to see lots of lights turned out for the hour. For more ideas and inspiration 

please see https://www.earthhour.org/. 

 

Good Friday Walk of Witness.  
The normal ecumenical walk of witness will not take place on Good Friday, but you are invited 

instead to follow the way of the cross live streamed at 9.30am. led by St Mary's and the Abbey, 

details as follows 

"Churches Together in Hexham Stations of the Cross, live-streamed from Saint Mary's Catholic 

Church". 

The direct link to the CTIH Stations is: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8T5rGqdQOCU 

The alternatives are the St Mary's live stream page at: https://stmaryshexham.org.uk/live-stream 

 or the main page of its YouTube channel at: https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCOlWhLHE2HpDpPw63h477aA 

https://allendalechurch.co.uk/event/earth/
https://www.earthhour.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8T5rGqdQOCU
https://stmaryshexham.org.uk/live-stream
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOlWhLHE2HpDpPw63h477aA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOlWhLHE2HpDpPw63h477aA


HOLY WEEK 

Monday  

 29th March 

9am 

7pm 

8.15pm 

ZOOM Morning Prayer 

Eucharist for the Monday of Holy Week 

ZOOM Holy Week Evening Prayer 

David Glover 

David Glover 

David Glover and 

Frances Stride 

Tuesday        

30th March 

9am 

7pm 

8.15pm 

ZOOM Morning Prayer 

Eucharist for the Tuesday of Holy Week 

ZOOM Holy Week Evening Prayer 

David Glover 

Michael Jackson 

David Glover 

Wednesday 

31st March 

9am 

7pm 

8.15pm 

ZOOM Morning Prayer 

Eucharist for the Wednesday of Holy Week 

ZOOM Holy Week Evening Prayer 

 

David Glover 

Janet Jackson 

David Glover 

Thursday      

1st April 

9am 

7pm 

8.15pm 

ZOOM Morning Prayer 

A celebration of the Last Supper 

ZOOM Holy Week Evening Prayer 

David Glover 

David Glover 

David Glover 

Friday           

2nd April  

9.30am  

2pm 

Stations of the Cross with St. Marys Church 

Gathering Around the Cross 

 

David Glover and 

Frances Stride 

Saturday     

3rd April 

8.30pm Compline for the Eve of Easter David Glover 

Sunday 4th April 2021 Easter Sunday 

10am Parish Easter Eucharist President  Rev’d David Glover 

Preacher Rev’d David Glover Readers Linda Rowell and Brian Massey 

Readings Acts 10.34-43 and John 20.1-18 Intercessor  Vivien Drydon 

Sunday 28th March 2021 Palm Sunday 

10.00am Zoom Worship President  Rev’d David Glover 

Preacher Rev’d David Glover Readers Helen Milner and William Tyson 

Readings Philippians 2.5-11 and John 12.1-16 Intercessor  Bridget Hewitt 

6.30pm Journeying through Holy Week President Rev’d David Glover and Frances Stride 

Preacher Rev’d David Glover Readings Mark 11.1-11 

11.45am Easter Morning Zoom Worship President  Rev’d David Glover 

Preacher Rev’d David Glover Readers John Robinson and Hedley Everett 

Readings Acts 10.34-43 and John 20.1-18 Intercessor  Geoff Glover 

6.30pm Easter Refresh President  David Glover and Frances Stride 


